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textile workers of Bombay struck work for six days. It was the first
political strike of the workers in India.
Thanks to this repression, the revolutionary party in Bengal
received wide sympathy and grew steadily. The party had ramifica-
tions in towns andf villages. The initiated members were given a
course of study in the Gita, the writings of Vivekananda, the lives of
Mazzini and Garibaldi and books on the uses and manufacture of
bombs and other weapons. The revolutionary party was modelled
upon the Russian and Italian secret societies, and acts of terrorism
figured prominently in its programme.
Khudiram Bose and Prafulla Ghunder attempted the murder of
Mr. Kingsford, the Judge of Muzzafarpur, in April 1908, but instead
two innocent English women fell victims. Khudiram was arrested,
tried and sent to the gallows. The revolutionists did not take this
lying down.
The approver Gosain was shot dead in jail in September. Two
months later the sub-inspector of police who had arrested Khudiram
was also assassinated. In February 1909 the public prosecutor who
had acted in both the Alipore and Gosain murder cases was shot
dead while leaving the High Gourt buildings, where he was attending
the hearing of the appeal in the Alipore case. This was a proof of the
organizational strength and the fearlessness of the revolutionaries.
During 1906-10 the revolutionaries were active not only in Bengal
but in other places as well. V. D. Savarkar from Poona and Shyamji
Krishna Varma directed from London and Paris the revolutionary
movement in Maharashtra and other places. Savarkar's brother,
Ganesh, was sentenced to transportation for life in 1909 on a charge
of publishing revolutionary poems. News of the heavy sentences
inflicted on the revolutionaries created a deep impression on young
Indians in London. One of them, Madanlal Dhingra, decided "to
shed English blood as a humble protest against the inhuman trans-
portations and hangings of Indian youths" and on July I, 1909, he
shot Sir W. Gurzon Wyllie. Savarkar was arrested in 1910 in London
and sent to Bombay. On the way he escaped at Marseilles but was
re-arrested. Later he was tried and sentenced to transportation for
life, and confined in the Andamans*
In November 1905 Lord Gurzon left India, and Lord Minto
succeeded him. In June 1906 Lord Morley, Secretary of State for
India, wrote to Lord Minto: "Every body warns a new spirit is